Chapter 12 .. .,

- Catching coyotes
At Green RiWer City I got a job with
the Green River Live Stock Goe moving
camp for a fellow by the name of Henry
Hanson,I think he too was from Utah,
the foreman was afellow Wwe. called Basco
- Pete. I had secured §2#'no. four steel
treps with double springs and we got o
_sheep wagon and started for the winter
_ range,about the second day when T was
- moving along with my camp wagon on an
- 0ld road I saw a'coyote in the .rosd ane
of me but I paid no attention or rathel|
tried to make him beleive it so he just|:
circled out around in the brush to le’
me pass PLei . BIE N 1
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ls I got past him he stopped to look at
je and I stopped my team and climbed up
pnto my bunk and put my gunthrough the
ittel windown in the back of the wagon
ind fired,that was my first coyete.
WWhen we were at last settled where we
ould stay for a day or so I went out
ind. set my traps and soon began to br-
ng in the coyotes, Henry was very co-
yperative and seemed to be as interest-
¢d as I was and just as anxious to fidd
ut each mornings resultse. Basco Pete
ljould come to our camp and stay with us
ver night and the days I wanted to move
iy camp I had a hard time to go because

f he ever moved or not,Henry and I would
ket up,eat our breakfast,Henry would &
eave with his herd while I went and got
fry horses that were always turned loose
8t nights and feed them their grain and
iplace their harness on and generally put
‘the saddle on Petes horse and Pete would
i5till be in bed,with my coaxing he would
£t last get up and streach eat the break-
i fast I had ready for him then sit down
l on the projectlon in the wagon and smoke
a cigarette then get outside for a2 minute
" and come in again and sit on the projecs=
_dion and say'Me tak a rest" then light
F‘another cigarette and many mornings I
" drove off leaving him standing by the
| gide of his horse smoking another cirar-
! otte and after I had cdught several
. coyotes he would go to the other camps
" and tell them,"That dam Cook,he make

more money dan I do".

The Green River Live Stock Co. was own=
ed by four reil road men,however I never
met but one whose name was HeCune who
come to see us once in a while,he was a
very nice man,he too was interested in
my trapping business and asked me to get

N
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he was that sort of fellow that he did'ntVv
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him a bobeat for his wifte," T told hin
there was no bobeats out there in the
open range but if I get achance T Woy. |
ld try to get one for him so one day 1|
took a pair of my traps and rode aboyy

five miles to some high bluffs where I]
|
|
|

- was sue I could find bobeats,I set my
traps and went back,in acouple of dayg |
I went back to get my traps and a cat
too if T was lucky,I had acat alright B
but 1t was.not as pretty as some I had?e
seen before, sometime later one morn- |
ing I left camp to go to my traps,the ‘
weather wgs so stormy and foggy I near)
got lost,I did'nt know where T was as |
all the flat country looked alike any |
time and in a fog well, a person could |
not tell which was east or west until | |

‘at last I came to one of my traps with |
a coyote in it,that gave me my bearings
again,I was so surprised because I had
my directions all mixed, then another
morning as I approached one of my traps
that held a coyote I saw another one -
little way off,all the gun I had with
me was my 22 pistol so I took good ain
and fired at it and to my surprise he
fell but thinking I had only stuned
him I ran over as fast as I could go
and struck him behind the ears with the
butt of my pistol breaking both sides
of the pistol butt and on examining hin
I found my little bullet struck him rid™
in one eye and he was perfectly dead, il .
coyote in the trap was a female and T
think the one I shot was her Pup .

All -this time Henry was very nice he
would say 1n the mornings'you go and 1o
at your btraps and I will wash the dishe’
so one time I caught at two different
times two small swife in my coyote trap
they are a sort of small fox with a wver
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pound tail that sticks streight out
pehind when they run and they do run

bw iftly,they are of agray color and

ery pretty little things,their pelts
lakes a mnice little rug so as Henry hdd
poenn 80 good and told me he had two
sisters who would appreciate them I gave
fhem to him as he said"he would have
fhem tanned' and mounted and later I gave
he bobeat to lir. MeCune although it was
ot too good he thought it was fine and
hanked me very much for d%.

Away down below Point=-of= Rocks in a
imoothe draw I set my traps one night

nd the next morning when I went to see
had caught the biggest gray wolf that
have ever seen,he was caught by a front
Poot and with the other he had dug & com=
plete cirele about slx or eight inches
leep out as far from the stake as the
phain wouild allow him to go,he sure look-
td mean when I came to him but I soon
'inished him with my <2 pistol witjfa
bullet betweeh his eyes,as I attemped to
barry him to camp I found I had a real
oad. Shortly after that when we were
hear Black Butts station I asked Henry,
Do you think you will be alright for
day or two while I go to Rock Springs
b Green River and get the bounty on
hese pelts," sure he sald go right a-
head so I took my bundle cosisting of
wentynine coyotes and the gray wolf and
went down to the station where I saw a
Byoung couple and when they saw my wolf
they wanted to buy it for five dollars
.ut as the county punched holes in the
of all wolves and coyotes when they
the bounty,they did'nt want the
punched but would take it 1f I came
with out the ears punched s0. I got
freight train going to Rock springs
8nd when I arrived there I took my pelts
to Jack Anderson place and when I told
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Sam noblets the bar tender Where T

train brought the clerk and he was

very nice too when I explained abou:
the wolf he told me,"just don't tel:
any: body and we will forget to punch
the ears on the wolf so I wrapped my
coyotes pelts. in a bundle and shipped
thento a fur house in Kansas City and
took the wolf back and sold it to the
ypoung couple and got my five dollars

going he said,"If you will pay for . °

phone call and the train fafe for hin |
I, will get the clerk to come up ang

accept them so you won't heve to £0 tq
Green River so I agreed and the next £

for it but the coyotes were not wor:ih

as much as they are now,they only aver.

aged me about two dollars eaech or m:7y-
be two and a half,anyway I sure enjove

the sport of catching them.

Soon after that we were moving back

from the winter range and one evenins
when we were camped on a flat near a
draw I saw an antilope comming across
the flat towards our camp but a, little
to one side of it and went up another
draw parallel with the first draw so/
took my rifle and was running as fast
as I could go up the first draw when al
at once I looked up and saw it standing
on top of the ridge between the two drid
looking at me sofleveled my gun on hir
and struck him in the bresstbut he was
very poor and our dogs ate the most of
it. My brother Kib had written me thaot
he was leaving the Nels Iarson place I
had been renting and if I wished I cow
rent it for $160.00 per year as he had
been paying. Larson's place was one i’

et

$outlh quarter west of Afton and was =
Qﬁﬁﬁter section of 160 acres, his least

expired on March first I had declded
take ‘it and try farming so I gult auid
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yont home to Afton again. Kib let me
Love some cows and farm machinery for
the money I had loaned him and I had

b 150 sent him money previously @henhit
hawdy and told him to buy me some COWS.
a had bought me three head from Lon
ennington over at Fairview but one of
hem was never delivered because Lon
iaid"she had gotten into 2 mud hole and
ould not get out and died there." ;
T had to have a team of horses and I
eard of one for sale by Glarence Hol=-
brook over at Auburn,he was hauling
milk to the creamery near afton and if
7 could meet him there he would show ,
e the team so I went down there and
saw them,after looking them over and
Nistened to what they could do; some
more of his talk I decided they would
answer my purpose,they wers almost pure
vhite and his prilce was two hundred and
ten dollars so I bought them and gave

b1 im the money in gold coin.



